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Minutes of the 654th meeting of Toft Parish Council on Monday 7th March 2011 at 7.00pm in The Methodist Church, Toft

Present:  Cllr Paul Hercus (Chairman), Cllr John Betson, Cllr Martin Yeadon, Cllr Jeanne McCarten, Cllr Pat Gouldstone, and Cllr Elizabeth Dolman

Cllr Tumi Hawkins (South Cambridgeshire DC), Bob Ferrar and two colleagues from Smith Farrer Holdings, and nine members of the public.

In attendance: Robert Stone (Clerk & RFO).

Items                  
11/29   Chairman’s Welcome

Cllr Hercus welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked Cllr Dolman for providing a venue at such short notice. 

11/30
 Apologies 

Cllr Fiona Weldon of Cambridgeshire CC.

11/31
 Declarations of interest relating to items on the agenda

Cllrs Dolman and McCarten declared a personal interest in tree works at 2 Comberton Road/3 High Street; and Cllr Dolman declared a prejudicial interest in tree works at Beldams Close.  (Business item 11/37/ii refers.)

11/32    Public Participation on Agenda items & matters of mutual interest  

Members of the public, including Mr &Mrs Warton of Warton & Clark, raised concerns about the planning application for 14 affordable homes on land to the north of Comberton Road.    Some worries were also raised about SCDC’s lack of notification of the Meridian Golf Course planning application to a neighbouring property.   

A deep pothole at Canner’s Close, knocked over post and lack of a tree guard at the village green, were also brought to the attention of the Council.
Councillor Tumi Hawkins reported that South Cambridgeshire DC had set its budget for 2011/12.  The Council tax rebate had been removed on long term empty homes.  The draft Action Plan for Young People and Children had been released for consultation.  The Audit Commission had given SCDC a good rating for its Housing Strategy.  SCDC was currently reviewing its garage sites.  She was pursuing a closed litter bin for Toft’s village green.   
11/33     That the minutes of the meeting of 7th February 2011 be confirmed

The minutes were approved by the Council without amendment, and were confirmed by the Chairman’s signature.

 11/34    Matters arising from previous meetings  
	10/143 b ii
	South Cambs Arts Awards 2011
	Cllr Dolman reported that Toft’s Entertainment’s Committee has been nominated and short listed.

She and the nominees had been invited to an Awards evening at Swavesey Village College.    

	11/22
	Open litter bin village green
	Cllr Tumi Hawkins is pressing for closed bin.

	  11/09/e
	Royal Wedding celebration
	Cllr Dolman said that an afternoon event had been arranged on 29th April.  Full details had been published in The Calendar.

	11/25
	The People’s Hall
	Now re-registered with Land Registry

	11/26/iv
	Internal audit of 2010/11accounts
	Arranged for 18th April by Cambridgeshire ACRE

	
	Traffic survey
	Peter Johnson will progress before Easter if possible.

	11/27/ii
	 18/18a bus service
	Stagecoach will run a slightly reduced service with effect from 17th April 2011.


  11/35   Consideration of correspondence 
	Sponsorship request from scout to attend jamboree in Sweden in summer 2011.
	The applicant had been advised by the Clerk to approach Toft’s village charities.

	Locality Group Meeting on 29 March 2011       12-2.30pm, Caldecote Children's Centre
	The Clerk volunteered to attend and report.

	SCDC Parish Liaison meeting of 29th March 2011
	Cllrs Hercus & Betson will attend for TPC.

	i Letter by Bidwells re land adjacent to 46 High St


	Response sent welcoming possible gift of land. 

 

	SCDC Review of recycling banks – Old banks to be removed.
	New banks for books, shoes, textiles, electrical items


  11/36    Finance

i)   To receive a report on progress against 2010/11 budget 
            A report was tabled by the Clerk acting as Responsible Finance Officer (RFO).  

            The Council noted that: expenditure in 2010/11 to date was £11,625 amounting to 

            an underspend of £6,175 against budget.  Monies currently in the current and 

            reserve accounts were £3,137 and £27,492 respectively.  Monies in the reserve 

            account were split with £15,000 being held as a recreation reserve, and £12,492 as  

            a general reserve.

ii)    Payments approved by Toft Parish Council on 7th March 2011 
	Clerk’s net salary
	February 2011

(5hrs/week)


	£200.24
	Cheque no.        

 001750

	Meeting room –Toft People’s Hall
	January 2010
	£10.00
	001751

	R A Stone (Clerk)
	Mobile phone -monthly Council contract & call costs

Toner cartridge (50%)

Stationery & stamps
	£11.72

£25.05

£14.41

£51.18


	001752


iii)   To consider closing bank savings account, and transfer funds to the Cambridge 

                   Building Society. 

            Resolved to close the Business Reserve Account with the National             

            Westminster bank in view of the current very low 0.05% rate of interest, and to move 

            the Council’s reserves to Cambridge Building Society’s 30 day Notice Council Saver 

            Account at a rate of interest of 1.5%.                               Action:   Clerk as RFO
iv)    To consider South Cambridgeshire DC’s offer to sell the freehold of the recreation ground to Toft Parish Council for £1 plus legal costs. 

             Resolved to accept SCDC’s offer.  The Clerk reported that SCDC’s Land Officer 

             had since advised that the following additional costs would fall to Toft Parish 

             Council:  SCDC legal costs £500; advertising £400 to comply with S123 of the Local 

            Government Act 1972; and District Valuer’s report £500.   

                                                                                      Action:   Costs to be queried by Clerk

v)     To consider response to SCDC Planning letter querying receipt of S106 monies 
             Resolved to approve the draft at Appendix A.           Action:   Clerk to write to SCDC

vi)     To determine grass cutting contractor for 2011. 

     After careful consideration of the tenders the Council resolved to appoint Buchans   

         Landscapes, Shrepreth as Toft’s grass cutting contractor for 2011 at £199 (plus VAT)  

          per cut of the grass verges, and rides; and £45 (plus VAT) per cut for the recreation 

          ground and village green.                                                                       Action:   Clerk

v)     To consider second half (pages 5 to 8) of the Risk Assessment paper.     

           The Council considered the second half of the paper and amended the risk of cuts in 

           services by South Cambridgeshire DC and Cambridgeshire CC from medium to high.             

    11/37  Business item(s) requiring a decision or consideration by the Council

1. Action Priorities:
· Safety on roads – The conclusions from the site meeting of 4th March 2011 with Karen Lunn, Cambs CC’s Road Engineer, were that the speed of cars though the village could be reduced by: placing two sets of speed bumps/pads at either end of bend by the green; adjacent street lights would need upgrading, and new lamp post(s) and warning signs would be needed. 

· Additional Trees – There was no need for a village survey but the Council would need to consider a planting plan for the proposed community orchard.

· Support for Local Business – The Clerk reported he had checked that Toft’s sole shop/post office was in receipt of the business rate rebate.

· Support for the People's Hall – Cllr Betson reported that costs of proposed new works had yet to be identified.

· Support for Youth/Elderly  – advice on the bus cuts to be sought from Cllr Fiona Weldon.                  Action:   Clerk
2. To make recommendations to South Cambridgeshire DC on proposed tree works at:  2 Comberton Road/3 High Street; and Beldams Close.

                        Resolved to recommend to SCDC that these tree works were approved.

                                                                                                        Action:   Clerk

3. To consider: (a) annual play inspection of the recreation ground; and
                                (b) resurfacing of the football pitch, & temporary use of adjacent field.

                        Resolved to approve: an Outdoor Annual play inspection by a qualified 

                        inspector;  to obtain costs for resurfacing works; and to accept offer of 

                        temporary pitch.                                                                 Action:   Clerk                                                                                                                                                                                              
4. To consider Parish Online mapping at £20 set up + £10/annum.

- Considered but not approved.  

5. To consider offer of Emergency awareness planning training.

-  Resolved to take forward County Council’s offer in August 2011.

                                                                          Action:   Clerk                                                                                                                                                                                          
6. Consideration of Toft Planning applications

S/0076/11  14 Affordable Dwelliings, Land north of Comberton Road 

Recommendation to SCDC:  Reject 
Comments:   Councillors considered that location was not suitable for the proposed number of dwellings on a small greenbelt site, and that the recycling and skip company was too close to the proposed development.  There are strong environmental grounds to refuse the application in view of high level of the noise, and contaminated dust which is likely to be a health risk to new residents, and particularly to any children in the play area. 

S/0223/11  Garage conversion and part pitched roof 

Recommendation to SCDC:  Approve 
Comments:  None 

S/0226/11  Overnight accommodation, and extension to clubhouse at Meridian Golf Club 

Recommendation to SCDC:  Approve 
Comments:  Will assist local business which if successful will generate employment, and help protect the greenbelt.
S/2122/10  Report on SCDC Planning Committee’s consideration of application to demolish rear conservatory, and erect single story extension at Firs Farm, 64 High Street. 

- Cllr Hawkins reported that the application fell following the Chair using her casting vote.

7. Feedback on recent training, and bookings for courses in 2011

                                           -  Deferred until Council meeting of 4th April 2011.                                 

11/38     To receive reports and consider any issues arising: 

The Annual Parish Meeting was confirmed as 9th May 2100 but the other matters detailed below were deferred until the next Council meeting of 4th April 2011

· Footpath report by Cllr McCarten
· Highway Warden Scheme  - Council to register interest? 
· Parish Plan – Progress?
· Administration (including secure storage of Council minutes, and Registration documents)
· Village works including, road sign for Brookside; choice of preservative on the bench by village sign; position of 30 mph sign opposite the shop; and potholes in Toft. 
11/39       Matters raised by Members including items for the next Agenda of 

                 4th April 2011.      

· No issues were raised. 

The meeting ended at 10pm.
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                                                                                                               8th March 2011

Dear Gareth,

Discharge of condition 6 of Planning Application S/0215/09

Land adjacent to Meadowcroft,  72  West  Street,  Toft  CB23  7DS

Applicant:  Dr  & Mrs  Richard B Horne

I am responding on behalf of Toft Parish Council to your letter of 1st February 2011. You advised that condition 6 of  SCDC’s planning consent requires contributions to  be  made towards the provision of open  space  facilities.  A financial payment of  £4,258.90 should be paid to the applicant’s Parish Council.  In this instance the applicant has applied to discharge this condition but requested that these S106  monies be used by  Comberton Parish Council rather than Toft on the basis of geographical position, and related personal benefit.

I can advise that Toft Parish Council considered Dr & Mrs Horne’s preference at its meeting of 7th March 2011 but that it could see no case to agree to their request.   There is no statutory provision to permit fundamental changes to parish contributions based on personal preference.  Such contributions are intended for community benefit for applicant’s parishes, and are intended to contribute to and improve facilities paid for by the parish rate.   As the new residence is in the Parish of Toft it will be automatically subject to payment of Toft’s parish rate in accordance with the current rating system.    

Can you please arrange for this payment to be made to Toft Parish Council as soon as possible in accordance with standard procedure.

Yours sincerely,

Robert Stone

Clerk to Toft Parish Council
· Meetings are normally held at The People’s Hall but power failure caused a last minute change of venue. 
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